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About the PV Trainers Network 

The NY-Sun PV Trainers Network aims 

to lower the installation cost and 

expand adoption of solar PV systems 

throughout the state.
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training.ny-sun.ny.gov



Stimulate the 

Market Place

Reduce Soft 

Costs

NY-Sun Initiative
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Å Significantly expand installed 

solar capacity 

Å Attract private investment

Å Enable sustainable 

development of a robust 

industry

Å Create well-paying skilled jobs

Å Improve the reliability of the 

electric grid 

Å Reduce air pollution

Å Make solar available to all New 

Yorkers that want it

Statewide Goal of 3 GW

$961 Million Total Budget
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About the PV Trainers Network 

Lead Organizations Supporting Organizations



Community 

Strategy 

Session

PVTN Services Offered
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Intro to Solar 

Policy

Technical 

Assistance

In-Depth 
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Resources
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Intro to Solar 

Policy

Technical 

Assistance

In-Depth 

Trainings

Resources

Facilitated dialogue to assist local 

decision makers in identifying market 

barriers, opportunities, solutions, and 

next steps to meeting goals

PVTN Services Offered



Community 

Strategy 

Session
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Intro to Solar 

Policy

Technical 

Assistance

In-Depth 

Trainings

Resources

Quickly get up to speed on key 

solar policy issues:

Å Developing a Solar Strategy.

Å Land Use Planning for Solar 

Energy.

Å Zoning for Solar Energy.

Å Streamlining Solar Permits.

Å Growing your Solar Market.

Å Expanding Solar with PACE.

Å Solar Procurement for Local 

Governments.

PVTN Services Offered



Community 

Strategy 

Session
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Intro to Solar 

Policy

Technical 

Assistance

In-Depth 

Trainings

Resources

Targeted consulting to support 

implementation:

ÅSolar ordinance.

ÅSolar ready guidelines.

ÅStreamlined permitting.

ÅSmart permit fees.

ÅEngaging lenders.

ÅSolarize program.

PVTN Services Offered



Community 

Strategy 

Session
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Intro to Solar 

Policy

Technical 

Assistance

In-Depth 

Trainings

Resources
ÅWebinars.

Å Podcasts.

Å Toolkits.

Å Model documents.

Å Case studies.

PVTN Services Offered



US Solar Market Value

Source: SEIA/GTM Research ï2009/2010/2011/2012/2013 Year in Review Report
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Solar Job Growth in the US

Source: SEIA Estimates (2006-2009),The Solar Foundationôs National Solar Jobs Census 2010 (2010),The Solar Foundationôs National Solar Jobs Census 

2013 (2011-2013).
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NY State Solar Market
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* 2014 figures through 9/1/2014 based on CUNY Pyramid, 

NYSERDA and LIPA data 

Value of Installed Solar in NY by Year
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US Solar Costs

Source: NREL , LBNL
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Workshop Goal:

To enable policymakers to replicate 

successful solar practices that reduce soft 

costs and expand local adoption of solar 

energy.

Why We Are Here
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Resources: NY-Sun PV Trainers Network

Land Use Planning for Solar Energy

https://training.ny-

sun.ny.gov/images/PDFs/Land_Use_Plann

ing_for_Solar_Energy.pdf

https://training.ny-sun.ny.gov/images/PDFs/Land_Use_Planning_for_Solar_Energy.pdf


Solar Technologies
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Solar Hot Water Concentrated Solar PowerSolar Photovoltaic (PV)



Solar Technologies
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Solar Hot Water Concentrated Solar PowerSolar Photovoltaic (PV)



Scale
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Residence

5 kW

Office

50 ï500 kW

Factory

1 MW+

Utility

2 MW+



Overview of NY Sun PV Trainers Network & 

Introductions

Role of Local Government & Planning 

Policy Development

Community Engagement

Plan Making

Question & Answer/Next Steps

Agenda
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Jessica Bacher
Land Use Law Center

Pace Law School

jbacher@law.pace.edu

(914)422-4262

Your Trainers Today
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A. Land Use Board member

B. Municipal Planning/Building Department staff

C. Elected officials

D. County government

E. State Agency

F. Solar industry

G. Developer

H. Planners, Attorneys or other professional

I. Community member

J. Other

Whoôs in the room?
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Overview of NY Sun PV Trainers Network & 

Introductions

Role of Local Government & Planning 

Policy Development

Community Engagement

Plan  Making

Question & Answer/Next Steps

Agenda
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Source: NREL

Role of Local Govôt & Planning
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$0.17
Per watt

1,550+ local jurisdictions in NY
With land use authority
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Legislature
Adopt Land Use Laws and Plans

Site Plan  Approval

Subdivision  Approvals

Special Permits

Zoning Board of Appeals
Variances

Interpretation

Special Permits

Planning Board
Advises on Zoning Adoption

Site Plan  Approval

Subdivision  Approvals

Special Permits

Building 
Inspector/Zoning 
Enforcement Office

Building permits 

Zoning 
Determination

Delegation of Authority 



Comprehensive Plan and Zoning

ÁNew York law states that zoning, and all land use

regulations, must be in conformance with the

comprehensive plan.

Todayôsfirst part

ÁFocus on policy and planning and the

importance of having a plan of some type that

commits the community to facilitating solar

energy and stating the policy reasons for that

commitment.
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ÁDefinitions of each type of solar facility

ÁProvisions that allow each type to be built

ÁAccessory Uses, Special Permits, Secondary 

Uses, Principal Uses

ÁWaivers or adjustments of height restrictions, 

maximum lot coverage requirements, and set 

back restrictions

These will be discussed in second part.
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Zoning Provisions that Further Solar
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Legislature
Adopt Land Use Laws and Plans

Site Plan  Approval

Subdivision  Approvals

Special Permits

Zoning Board of Appeals
Variances

Interpretation

Special Permits

Planning Board
Advises on Zoning Adoption

Site Plan  Approval

Subdivision  Approvals

Special Permits

Building 
Inspector/Zoning 
Enforcement Office

Building permits 

Zoning 
Determination
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Overview of NY Sun PV Trainers Network & 

Introductions

Role of Local Government & Planning 

Policy Development

Community Engagement

Plan  Making

Question & Answer/Next Steps

Agenda
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Adopt a Resolution or Mayoral Proclamation that:

ÁLists solar benefits and findings

ÁStates intention to plan and regulate for solar

ÁAdopts a task force

ÁAuthorizes research and studies

ÁEstablishes a training program

ÁAuthorizes an inter-municipal partnership

ÁSeeks state and federal funding and assistance

ÁDevelop a community engagement process

Policy Development Framework
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Adopt a Resolution or Mayoral Proclamation

Policy Development
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A. Econ. Development & job creation

B. Environ. & public health benefits

C.Reduced & stabilized energy costs

D.Energy independence & resilience

E. Value to utility

F. Community pride

G.Other

What Are the Benefits of Solar?
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ÁCharge an existing sustainability task force 

or conservation advisory council 

ÁCreate a Solar/Renewable Energy Task 

Force

Appoint a Task Force
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Á Municipal Officials

Á Solar industry

Á Chamber of Commerce

Á HOAs

Á Environmental/Non-profit Community

Á Historic Preservation Representative

Á Developers

Á Landowners & Farmers

Á Planning Board Member (required for Comp. 

Plan)

Who sits on the Task Force?
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ÁSolar industry

ÁChamber of Commerce

ÁEnvironmental Community

ÁConsumer Advocate

ÁElectric Utility Commission

ÁResource Management Commission

Best Practice
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ÁConducting studies & performing research

ÁEstablishing a training program

ÁPartnering with adjacent communities

ÁLeveraging state and federal technical 

assistance grants

ÁDeveloping a community engagement process

ÁAmending the comprehensive plan

ÁConsidering regulatory changes

What is the Task Forceôs Role?
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Best Practices
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ÁWho has a Task Force?

ÁWho sits on your Task Force?

ÁWhat is the role of your Task Force?

41

Task Force



ÁConducting studies & performing research

ÁEstablishing a training program

ÁPartnering with adjacent communities

ÁLeveraging state and federal technical 

assistance grants

ÁDeveloping a community engagement process

ÁAmending the comprehensive plan

ÁConsidering regulatory changes

What is the Task Forceôs Role?
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Resource:  Solar Roadmap

Authorize Studies
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Activity: Solar in Your Community
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Part 1: Please look at the 

questions in the Developing 

Effective Solar Policies in 

Your Community handout.



ÁConducting studies & performing research

ÁEstablishing a training program

ÁPartnering with adjacent communities

ÁLeveraging state and federal technical 

assistance grants

ÁDeveloping a community engagement process

ÁAmending the comprehensive plan

ÁConsidering regulatory changes

What is the Task Forceôs Role?
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Resource: NY-Sun PV  Trainers Network

Establish a Training Program 
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ÁConducting studies & performing research

ÁEstablishing a training program

ÁPartnering with adjacent communities

ÁLeveraging state and federal technical 

assistance grants

ÁDeveloping a community engagement process

ÁAmending the comprehensive plan

ÁConsidering regulatory changes

What is the Task Forceôs Role?
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Best Practice: Sustainable Westchester

Partner with Adjacent Communities
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Resources: Regional Solarize Campaigns

Partner with Adjacent Communities
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