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“There is no one design prescription for complete streets. Ingredients that   
may be found on a complete street include: sidewalks, bike lanes (or wide 
paved shoulders), special bus lanes, comfortable and accessible public 
transportation stops, frequent crossing opportunities, median islands, 
accessible pedestrian signals, curb extensions, and more. A complete street 
in a rural area will look quite different from a complete street in a highly 
urban area. But both are designed to balance safety and convenience for 
everyone using the road.” 

 
     - National Complete Streets Coalition 

Complete Streets Fundamentals   



Complete Street Fundamentals 

Access Management 

Pedestrian Access & Safety 

Corridor Beautification 

Traffic Calming 

Green Streets 
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Complete Streets Fundamentals   
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Equals less 
pedestrian 
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Issues & Influences 



Today’s design standards… 
Focuses on: 
• Capacity 
• Operational Efficiency 
• Level of Service (LOS) 
Often Prohibits: 
• Speeds lower than 45 mph 
• Narrow travel lanes 
• On street parking 
• Streetscape features (trees, lights, etc.) 
• Pedestrian amenities (e.g., crosswalks, 

sidewalks, etc.) 
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Issues & Influences 



Vs. 
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Issues & Influences 



Limited connectivity between streets… 
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Issues & Influences 



Large-lot, strip, or auto dependent development… 
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Issues & Influences 

Photo Credits: Google and 



Uninviting pedestrian spaces due to building design… 
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Issues & Influences 



Unsafe pedestrian spaces due to incomplete street designs… 
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Issues & Influences 



Crumbling and/or non existing infrastructure… 
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Issues & Influences 



Pedestrian Safety 
 

• More than 47,700 pedestrians were killed and more than 688,000 
injured in the United States From 2000 through 2009. 

• Nationwide, pedestrians account for nearly 12 percent of total 
traffic deaths. 

• Approximately 67 percent of all 47,000+ pedestrian fatalities from 
2000 to 2009 occurred on federal-aid roadways . 

• More than 27 percent of pedestrian fatalities occur in rural areas, 
even though only 24 percent of Americans live in rural areas. 

• New York State’s pedestrian fatality rate is among the highest in 
the nation 
 

Source: Governors Highway Safety Association 
Dangerous by Design 2011 
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Issues & Influences 



Health Related Issues 
 
• Fifty-five percent of the U.S. adult population falls short of recommended 

activity guidelines, and approximately 25 percent report being completely 
inactive. 

• Many physically and economically disadvantaged people depend on public 
transportation to access medical services and obtain affordable food. 

 
 
 
 
 

Change in Bicycling & Walking Rates vs. 
Adult Obesity Rate 

Change in Bicycling & Walking Rates vs. 
Adult Obesity Rate 
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Issues & Influences 

Source(s): National Complete Streets Coalition and The Alliance for Biking & Walking  



Upstate New York Gas Prices 

Source: NYSERDA 
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Issues & Influences 
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Context Sensitive Design  
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Context Sensitive Design  



Multimodal opportunities… 
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Context Sensitive Design  
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Context Sensitive Design  



Parking & access management 
improvement opportunities… 
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Context Sensitive Design  
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Context Sensitive Design  



Amenity and beautification 
improvement opportunities… 
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Context Sensitive Design  
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Context Sensitive Design  
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Context Sensitive Design  

Land development opportunities…  



25 

A Closer Look… 

Pedestrian Access & Safety 

Photo Credits: Planetizen.com 
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A Closer Look… 

Pedestrian Access & Safety 
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A Closer Look… 

Bicycling Accommodations  
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A Closer Look… 

Intersection & Roundabouts 

Photo Credits: Creating Sustainable Communities 
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A Closer Look… 

Intersection & Roundabouts 

Photo Credits: Google and Federal Highway Administration 
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A Closer Look… 

Signage & Wayfinding 

Photo Credits: Federal Highway Administration and www.Bloomington.In.gov  
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Putting it Together 



Good Design Attractive Streetscape  

Pedestrian Access Multimodal Access Sewer & Water Infrastructure 

Preserve/Enhance 
Transportation System 

Putting it Together 



• Improved Road Striping 
– Parking Spaces 
– Road Shoulders 
– Crosswalks 

• Improved Signage 
– Pedestrian safety 
– Wayfinding 

• Structural 
– Temporary traffic calming 

features 
• Minor landscaping 
• Planning, Policy, & Regulatory 

Initiatives 

Short Term Initiatives Long Term Initiatives 
• Sidewalk repair or construction 
• Roadway repair or construction 
• Bike lane and/or multi-modal 

path construction 
• Intersection reconfiguration 
• Structural and nonstructural 

stormwater management 
improvements 

• Large scale beautification 
initiatives 

• Grant funding applications and 
administration 
 

Short Term vs. Long Term Ideas 



Impediments to Complete Streets 

• State/Federal Policy 
• Perceptions 

– No one walks 
– There are no barriers 
– Costs are not in line with benefits 

• Local Policy/Practices 
– Subdivision Standards 
– Highway/Street Design Standards 

– “We’ve always done it this way” 
• Lack of Funding 

– Construction & Maintenance Costs 
– Plowing (Local operations not built to maintain non-traditional facilities) 

• Lack of Vision/Our Failure to Plan  
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Complete Streets Planning & Policies 

• Local & Regional Plans 
– Comprehensive Plan 
– Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan 
– Corridor Plans 
– Regional Transportation Plans 

• Legislation 
– Local Law or Ordinance 
– Land Use & Zoning Codes 

• Subdivision Regulations 
• Site Plan Review  
• Design Guidelines/Standards 
• Highway/Street Design Standards 

• Practices & Procedures 
– Legislative resolution of Support 
– Site Plan review 
– Maintenance Schedule/Activities 
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Local Complete Streets Legislation 

• Malone 
• Newcomb 
• Lewis 
• Willsboro 
• Westport 
• Fort Edward 
• Glens Falls 
• Warrensburg 
• Wilmington 
• Saratoga Springs 
• Essex County  
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Funding Opportunities 

• Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) 
– NY Main Streets Program 
– NYSEFC Green Infrastructure Grant Initiative 
– OPRHP Trail Funding 
– NYSDOS LWRP Funding 

• Incorporate into the local approval process 
– Highway/Street Design Standards 
– Subdivision Regulations 
– Site Plan Review 
– Design Guidelines/Standards 

• Other Funding Opportunities 
– Safe Routes to Schools  
– Transportation Enhancement Program (TEP) 
– Member Items  
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Next Steps 

• Take Action 
– Identify small/simple improvement in order to build 

support/momentum 
• Advocate and/or plan for change  
• Pursue funding opportunities 
• Take part in complete streets outreach and education 
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Thank You! 
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Additional Information 

• NYS Department of Transportation 
(https://www.dot.ny.gov/index) 
 

• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
(http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/) 
 

• National Complete Streets Coalition     
(http://www.completestreets.org/) 
 

• The Alliance for Biking & Walking  
(http://www.peoplepoweredmovement.org/site/) 
 

• The Alliance for Biking & Walking  
(http://www.peoplepoweredmovement.org/site/) 
 

• New York Bicycling Coalition (NYBC) 
(http://www.nybc.net/) 
 

• North Country Healthy Heart Network 
(http://heartnetwork.org/) 
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